Acute blindness as a presenting sign in childhood non-Hodgkin lymphoma.
Non-Hodgkin lymphoma is the third most common malignancy in childhood. Occasionally, a patient with lymphoma may present with neuroophthalmologic symptoms and signs. It is usually associated with 3rd, 4th, and 6th cranial nerve palsies. Here, we report three children presenting with loss of vision. Two of them were cured with modified LMB-89 (lymphoma malignant B) chemotherapy regimen and radiotherapy. In one patient, loss of vision returned to normal in the left eye but persisted in the right eye. The second patient suffered from permanent visual loss, although the primary disease responded well to treatment. Unfortunately, the third patient died at an early phase of treatment. Acute blindness as a presenting symptom is rare in lymphoma. Early diagnosis and treatment is critical to increase the survival rate and to improve the quality of the vision.